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Hon Robin Chapple; Hon Helen Morton 

REMOTE ABORIGINAL COMMUNITIES 

758. Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE to the Minister for Child Protection: 
I refer to the Minister for Child Protection’s statements in The Australian, on Tuesday, 7 April 2015, that each 
remote community would be considered on its own merit but that unsafe communities would not be supported. 

(1) Can the minister please list the communities she considers unsafe? 

(2) Can the minister please provide the criteria for “unsafe”? 

(3) How does the minister define “not supported”? 

(4) In the instances that those communities will not be supported, what is the government’s plan for those 
communities? 

Hon HELEN MORTON replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of the question. 

(1)–(4) There is no list of unsafe communities. That was pointed out in the article that the member refers to, so 
I am surprised that he is asking about that again. As I set out in my opinion piece in The Australian on 
Tuesday, 7 April, there are communities in which violence between adults and within families is 
normalised, misuse of alcohol and drugs is commonplace, children are neglected, young people are 
unsupervised at night and children not going to school has not become a major issue. I also point out in 
that article that in an unsafe community children can feel helpless and hopeless and sometimes choose 
death as a means of escape. I am aware that in at least two communities that have been closed it was the 
deaths of children that triggered the closures on both occasions, because the situation had got to the 
point that it had. 

There is no plan for the closure of any community; however, the government is uncompromising in its 
responsibility to ensure that every child lives in a safe environment, has access to comprehensive 
education, and that all people, especially young people, have access to training and jobs or other 
purposeful occupations that will give them financial independence. The state government’s objective is 
to build safe, successful communities of a kind that most of us take for granted. I also refer the member 
to the article in which I make the point that to not do what we are doing would mean that I ignore the 
pleas of grandmothers who are asking for help to protect and nurture their young families and to prevent 
another generation being lost to alcohol, drugs, idleness, illness, violence, abuse and incarceration. That 
is all pointed out in that newspaper article. 
I also want to let the member know that this week I visited Fitzroy Crossing, Balgo, Jigalong and 
Newman, and in discussions with elders and service providers in those communities I found that there is 
very great support for the changes and the reforms and the need to find better outcomes for children in 
those communities. There is widespread bipartisan support for the reform at a state level, but I am not 
sure that the same level of support is coming from the Greens. At a Western Australian Local 
Government Association panel conference last week, Ben Wyatt stood up and expressed his support for 
the reforms—Terry Redman was there and other people were there, including Rachel Siewert, the 
Greens’ representative on the panel—but I did not get the feeling that the Greens supported this very 
substantial social reform across remote communities at the moment.  

We have acknowledged that it will take decades, that it is not a quick-fix and that the community 
consultation process is only just getting underway; nevertheless, we are going out there and talking 
about five simple principles: that all children should be safe, should be nurtured and should have the 
opportunity to thrive; that all children should go to school and have an opportunity for education; that 
all young people and adults should have the opportunity for purposeful occupation, which is not just 
employment for money; that people should have a very strong and maintaining ongoing connection to 
their country and culture; and that everybody deserves to know how and in what way their community 
is going to be economically sustainable. Why do the Greens not get behind this like everybody else in 
Western Australia? 
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